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NBOSS: We walked our beautifully renovated  
campus and enjoyed some outdoor sculptures.

Monument 
Society: 

We  
enjoyed 
tea at 

historic 
Ventfort 

Hall in  
Lenox, MA.

Speaking Up for Culture: U.S. Representative  
of Vermont, Becca Balint, visited the  

Museum with her son.

SINCE WE 
LAST WENT 
INSIDE …

Concerts in the Courtyard: We enjoyed music, pizza, fudge, beverages, 
and good friends every Friday evening out in the courtyard!

Tattoo Living Exhibition: We were left in awe by the stories 
and details of the art our locals carry with them every day. 

More details in this issue!

Jail and Bail Fundraiser: 
Vermont Vice viewers were taken into 

custody and released on bail in an effort to 
raise funds for the Museum.
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES

TRUSTEES
Terrence R. Dermody
William Deveneau
Perez Ehrich
Heather Hamilton
Jasmine Huff
Deborah Larkin

Erin McKenny
Kathleen Morris
Mary Ellen Munley
John Pagán
Lori Thatch
Don Trachte
Constance F. West

Dear Friends, Neighbors, and Museum Supporters,
We have come so far this year. Thank you for sticking with us through it all. 

Despite constant construction noise, circuitous and everchanging paths to the entryway, and complete 
lack of parking in front of our building, you showed up. In fact, we are amazed to report that over the 
nearly 10 months of construction we have had only 200 fewer visitors compared to the same time period 
last year, prior to the start of Project 1. Is it a testament to our programming? Perhaps…Vermont Vice is 
indeed an intriguing dive into the dark hollows of the Green Mountains, and Concerts in the Courtyard 
have had a rain-free run, drawing record-breaking crowds. However, we think it is the dedication of 
our Bennington family, coming to say hello, checking on the progress, and wishing us well. You booked 
events here even though you knew you couldn’t wear nice shoes to cross the gravel, you brought your 
kids to see the bulldozers in action, and sometimes you even brought us donuts to keep our spirits up. 

It has meant a lot.

AND NOW, we are nearing completion. The Courtyard with the signature basketweave centerpiece 
is bright, inviting, and open; visitors can park in all spaces and use the walkways to safely access the 
Museum; the grass and native shrubs are taking root and thriving; Green Mountain Transit riders have 
a comfortable waiting bench; and our doors are newly painted a bright Bennington Museum blue!   

What is left, you ask? 
In order to complete this fabulous “visitor welcome sequence,” over the next month we plan to install  
EV chargers near the bottom of the Aiken Trail, a shelter for our waste bins, more light posts to 
illuminate the parking areas further away from the Museum, and custom-designed ADA compliant 
railings for the walkways.

By November we hope to have completed Project 2: The Grandma Moses Schoolhouse renovation  
(a dedicated bathroom, upgraded windows and doors, insulation, new lighting and shelving). Looking 
into 2027, we have plans for the interior of the Museum (both lobby renovations and major gallery 
changes which we will delve more into later in this newsletter) and we will be adding finishing touches to 
outdoor gathering spaces on our campus pending final permitting approvals.

Our journey isn’t finished yet, but for now, we invite you to come appreciate the progress that you have 
made possible!
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OFFICERS
Jennifer Fels, CHAIR
David M. Pilachowski, VICE CHAIR
Thomas Ascher, TREASURER
Kelly DePonte, SECRETARY

SHOW YOUR 
SUPPORT!

Scan the QR code  
to donate today!



SPECIAL EVENTS
September 18: White’s Stoneware, Turned and Molded, 3:30–5pm

October 25: Bennington Centre Cemetery Tour, 1–3pm

November 17: Pursuit of Happiness Artist reception, 4:30–6:30pm

December 5: Family Day, 10am–4pm

December 11: Pursuit of Happiness Gala, 6pm

December 31: Noon Year’s Eve, 11:15am–12:15pm
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UPCOMING  
EVENTS  
THROUGH  
DECEMBER
FREE EVENT SERIES
Bennington Historical Society: Sundays @ 2pm

Supported by Nexus Consulting and Casella Waste

September 20: Villainous Vermont

October 18:  Winter’s Time

November 15: Bridges of Bennington County

Music at the Museum

Made possible by Alison Nowak and Robert Cane

October 10: Left to Their Own Devices, 7pm

Museum ABCs: Saturdays @ 10:30am

Supported by The Bank of Bennington

October 10: Preschool Printmakers

November 14: Toys of Long Ago

For preschoolers and their families in partnership  
with the Bennington Free Library. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11

Pursuit of Happiness Gala
6pm

Join us for our annual winter gala— 
the party of the year.  

Proceeds from this fundraiser will support 
the transition of the Battle of Bennington 
Gallery to its new home. 

White’s Stoneware, 
image courtesy Flying 
Pig Auction

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20

Villainous Vermont
2–3pm

Author Lawrence Gooley reveals shocking discoveries made 
while researching Villainous Vermont, his collection of 32 true 
murder stories from the past. Learn about the murderess  
later cited as a Montpelier icon, unpunished vigilantes,  
the stomach-churning secrets behind a young girl’s death,  
the worst criminal incident in Vermont history, and more.

Lawrence Gooley is an award-winning author with a lifetime 
love of research, writing, and history. He has authored 22 
books on regional history and true crime, penned a weekly 
history column in the Adirondack Almanack, and, with his 
partner, founded Bloated Toe Enterprises that has published 
over 100 titles since 2024.

BENNINGTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10

Left to Their Own Devices
7–9pm

Part performance, part interactive 
sound experience, “Left to Their Own 
Devices” features a series of interactive 
musical mechanisms that invite and 
respond to audience interaction. 
Wander the Museum at your own pace, 
in your own path, and engage with the 
devices and performers.
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Scan the 
QR code for 
information 

on upcoming 
events and 

tickets.
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THE DEVICES
Tintinnalogia—a mechanical carillon—is 
inspired by the British tradition of change 
ringing in which the permutations of 
eight bells are exhaustively rung out. The 
chaotic-sounding results are often heard 
in wedding bells.

Extant uses the sextant the artist’s 
grandfather used as he sailed to Tahiti. 
The sextant, a classic navigation tool, is 
based on imprecise science, relying on 
where you thought you once were to 
predict your current position. Extant uses 
the ancient tool and modern sensors and 
surround sound to create an immersive 
installation about celestial navigation 
amidst rising tides.

Heterodyne is inspired by the inventor 
Leon Theramin’s dance platform, 
called the Terpsitone, and his 1936 visit 
to Bennington College. Heterodyne 
translates movement into sound, using one 
soundwave to “read” another—technology 
used in early spy devices and in the 
theremin, a contactless electronic musical 
instrument named for its inventor.

These are just some of the unique and 
interactive devices that will be part of 
this engaging musical experience.

Nicholas Brooke creates music across 
disciplines, from collages of recordings 
with live theater, to home-built 
instrumentariums inspired by gamelan. 
Brooke’s works have been featured 
across the U.S. and Europe, at Mass 
MoCA, HERE, Merkin Hall, Baryshnikov 
Arts Center, the MATA Series, and 
the Spoleto Festival. He has received 
Guggenheim and Rockefeller Foundation 
awards. Originally a clarinettist, he is 
also an avid instrument builder and 
researcher of early musical automata.  
He teaches at Bennington College.

Barrel Roll with dancer, 
Surabhee Arjunwadkar

MUSIC AT THE MUSEUM



JANUARY 2027

Reimagining the Revolution: A New Home 
for our Battle of Bennington Gallery
This past month, Bennington Museum received $25,000 in 
funding from the National Endowment for the Humanities. This 
grant supports a re-location, re-interpretation, and exhibit 

UPCOMING 
EXHIBITIONS
Through November 2: Vermont Vice
November 19–December 31: Pursuit of Happiness:  
250 Years Later, Regional Artists Exhibit
January 23–March 7, 2027: Annual Student Art Show

Scan the QR code for information 
on upcoming exhibitions.
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expansion for the Museum’s extensive historic 
collections relating to the Revolutionary War in 
Bennington and the surrounding region in honor of the 
250th anniversary of the signing of our Declaration of 
Independence, July 4, 2026 (1776), and the Battle of 
Bennington, August 16, 2027 (1777). The new exhibit is 

THROUGH NOVEMBER 2

Vermont Vice
Throughout its history, Vermont has grappled with vice 
in many forms. Behind its idyllic image are stories of 
counterfeiters, Prohibition-era rumrunners, drug dealers, 
illicit gambling, sex work, and violence.

What constitutes “vice” has shifted with changing laws, 
cultural values, and social attitudes. Behavior condemned in 
one era may be tolerated in another, revealing how porous 
the line between respectability and transgression can be.

As you explore these stories, consider: How do Vermont’s 
vices complicate our understanding of the state’s carefully 
cultivated image of virtue and wholesomeness?

This exhibition is supported in part by  
TERRIGENOUS Landscape Architecture.

NOVEMBER 19–DECEMBER 31

Pursuit of Happiness: 250 Years Later
Regional Artists Exhibit

JANUARY 23–MARCH 7, 2027

Annual Student Art Show
The annual display of artwork by 
students in preschool through high 
school examines the process of artistic 
development and includes work from 
a dozen area schools. Grouped by 
grade, the work demonstrates how art 
teachers move students through the 
basic elements of art to more complex 
principles of design, use famous 
artworks and works from an array of 
cultures and time periods, and introduce 
students to a variety of media and 
materials. The Annual Student Art Show 
celebrates the continuing tradition of art 
education in the region.

This exhibition is supported by  
Hayden Plumbing & Heating.

planned to open in the spring of 2027 and will be titled “The Affections 
of the Country: Vermont and the American Revolution.”

The 250th anniversary of the American Revolution is a major 
milestone for our country, our community, and our Museum. We 
intend to build on this momentum by presenting the events of the 
past in new and engaging ways and examining them with a broader 
lens across time and via different perspectives to understand why 
the American Revolution remains relevant today. Creating a new 
permanent exhibit in the Museum is a multi-step process. This past 
year we began this journey by moving objects out of the former 
gallery on the first floor and either temporarily locating them in the 
lobby exhibit, or sending them out for conservation treatments. This 
made space for the new “Folk and Craft Gallery” that visitors have 
been enjoying this year.

In January of 2027 the Museum will de-install the “Gilded Age 
Gallery” (you may know it as the “WASP” Gallery for the 2 ton car 
that occupies the central position,) and re-install it as the major 
battle exhibit by the end of February 2027. This larger central 
space will allow visitors to view key pieces including swords, military 
equipment that was used in the battle, printed accounts (including 
Ethan Allen’s bar tab from the Catamount Tavern), General 
Stark’s Flag, the Durnford Map, cloth fragments, powder horns 
(and attempted fakes), portraits and landscapes from that era, 
the “Fillmore flag,” and post-date artistic renderings including the 
famous mural “Prisoners taken at Bennington Battle, August 16, 1777” 
by Leroy Williams, and the model plaster statue of General Stark.

250 years ago, America declared its independence from Great 
Britain. The first sentence of the second paragraph from that 
declaration has become one of the most memorable and quoted 
lines in the English language: “We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed 
by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among 
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” The last of 
the “unalienable Rights” listed—”the pursuit of Happiness”— has 
always seemed unusual and slightly out of place in this context, 
though certainly not unwanted. What did the right to “the pursuit 
of Happiness” even mean then, and what does it mean now as we 
continue to struggle to attain the ideals outlined for our country 
250 years ago. Approximately two dozen regional artists have 
created artwork in an attempt to answer that question.

This exhibition is supported by Hayden Plumbing & Heating.



When Emilee Morse participated in the 
Living Art exhibit, she stepped well outside 
her comfort zone. Morse, an early childhood 
educator, chose to model in appreciation of 
the tattoo artists behind her work, created 
in Ballston Spa, New York.

For Morse, body art offers confidence and 
agency over her appearance. Her tattoos 
commemorate milestones, honor loved 
ones, cover insecurities, and express core 
values. Others bring joy simply because she 
finds them beautiful or cool. Her collection 
includes dragons, mermaids, serpents, roses 
and a small blue car named Sandy on her 
right leg.

The commanding centerpiece is the large 
dragon tattoo covering much of her back, 
winner of Favorite Body Art at the exhibit. 
For Morse, tattooing can be both story and 
restoration—a way to transform the body 
into a living record of growth, memory, 
healing, and joy.

Winner: Emilee Morse
A DRAGON IN BLOOM

On July 18, Bennington Museum came alive with  

color, conversation, and creativity as the Tattoo 

Exhibition returned for the Museum’s fifth Living Art 

event. An enthusiastic crowd filled the galleries for 

an evening celebrating the artistry and stories behind 

body art, with models sharing the meaning of their 

tattoos, artists displaying their work, and visitors voting 

for their favorite pieces. Here is a look into some of the 

personal stories behind the designs.

Tattoo
Living Art    
Exhibition
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Alainah “Ali” Dowding, originally 
from Georgia and now living in 
Bennington, displays a collection 
that reflects the bold forms  
and colors of American 
traditional tattooing.

Dowding describes being 
tattooed as both therapeutic and 
spiritual—a way to reclaim her 
body and transform emotion, 
memory, and experience into 
living art. Rather than allowing 
difficult experiences to define 
her, she has turned them into a 
record of resilience and grace.

That philosophy comes vividly to 
life in the large piece spanning 
her back—a beautiful canvas 
that evokes motherhood, 
endurance, and strength.

Alainah Dowding
A TESTAMENT IN LIVING COLOR

Melissa Poirot approaches 
each tattoo with one guiding 
question: Who am I, and what 
do I truly enjoy? That question 
has shaped her collection since 
she received her first tattoo at 
age 20.

A Pownal resident who works in 
social services and advocates 
for harm reduction, Poirot 
has traveled throughout the 
Northeast to work with tattoo 
artists. Her first piece honors 
her heritage through a symbol 
associated with the Tohono 
O’odham and Akimel O’odham 
peoples of Arizona. She also 
designed a tribute to her father 
and their shared love of fishing.

Poirot’s entry highlighted the 
UFO tattoo on the back of her 
lower leg. 

Melissa Poirot
A CLOSE ENCOUNTER IN INK

For Wendy Nelson-Burke, tattoos 
form a visual autobiography of 
family, spirituality, and resilience—
proof the body can carry difficult 
history while also being a place of 
strength, beauty, and renewal. A 
lifelong educator who has taught 
sixth grade in North Adams for 
nearly 20 years, she carries stories 
on her skin that are every bit as 
instructive as they are beautiful.

Her first tattoo was designed by 
her daughter following the death 
of Wendy’s aunt from melanoma. 
Another, her “Sword of Strength,” 
represents sobriety, spirituality, 
and motherhood. She received it 
on the day she learned she had 
breast cancer, and it became a 
symbol of courage throughout 
treatment. After emerging 
cancer-free, she added a 
flowered warrior.

The chest piece transformed 
Wendy’s mastectomy scars into 
art, helping restore her confidence 
and sense of self. The design 
turns a site marked by surgery 
into something vividly new and 
unmistakably her own.

Wendy Nelson-Burke
TURNING SCARS INTO ART
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Painting nature is much too hard for most of the  
so-called modernists, so they paint in the abstract.”
—Artist Gilbert Smith, in a 1952 Bennington Banner interview

COLLECTION
HIGHLIGHT

Gilbert Haven Smith (1852-1958) retired from the ministry 
in 1945 and moved to Shaftsbury, Vermont, where he 
dedicated his time to painting the Vermont landscape. 

Smith grew up in Maryland and was awarded a scholarship 
to study art at Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts in 
Philadelphia. He met his future wife, Nora Potts, there and 
became engaged to her on a visit to Dorset, Vermont in 1907, 
where her father had a summer home. After graduating 
from the Bryn Athyn College of the New Church Theological 
School, he spent his professional life as a Swedenborgian 
minister in the Chicago area. He continued painting, but 
presumably needed more income to support his family, which 
grew to include eleven children.

The Smiths made regular summer visits to Vermont, and 
when Gilbert retired, they moved permanently to Shaftsbury. 
They opened a shop on what is now Route 7A named “Ben-
Arling,” being halfway between Bennington and Arlington. 
The shop primarily catered to tourists and also sold antiques, 
candy, and gifts. When the couple moved to Dorset in 1955, he 

set up a similar shop in Dorset Hollow named the “Art Shop by 
the Road.” Both shops featured a display of paintings in front 
and a sign saying “If you have a minute.” He reported selling 
nearly 100 paintings a year. 

“Painting nature is much too hard for most of the so-
called modernists, so they paint in the abstract,” he stated 
to a Bennington Banner reporter in 1952. His specialty in 
natural landscapes was also inspired by their popularity 
with tourists looking for quaint, nostalgic scenes of rural 
Vermont. In addition to being lucrative, his preference for 
representational art was shared by Bennington Museum 
director John Spargo, who purchased several paintings for 
the Museum’s collection in the 1940s and 1950s. 

Smith had competition from similar artists in the area, and 
his was not the only roadside stand catering to tourist traffic. 
Although he did not achieve fame or fortune, his appealing 
covered bridges and rolling hills are still appreciated 
today. Two paintings from the Museum’s collection will be 
highlighted next to the front desk in September and October.

The Henry Bridge, ca. 1950, Gilbert Smith (1882-1958),
Oil on Canvas; Museum Purchase

FALL 2026  |  BENNINGTON MUSEUM    11

On Saturday, May 15, 2027, history 
will be on the move as runners gather 
for the inaugural Bennington Museum 
250th Half Marathon. Beginning at 8 
a.m., this chip-timed, 13.1-mile race will 
start and finish at Bennington Museum, 
taking participants on an unforgettable 
journey through Bennington’s landscape 
and Revolutionary past.

Created in honor of the 250th 
anniversary of the American Revolution, 
the course retraces the initial movement 
of General John Stark and his troops 
from their headquarters at the 
Catamount Tavern before the Battle 
of Bennington in 1777. That hard-won 
militia victory paved way for American 
triumph at Saratoga and became 
an enduring symbol of Vermont’s 
independent spirit and self-reliance.

The race offers runners an exciting 
physical challenge and an opportune 
history lesson. The opening mile 
circles around the Bennington Battle 
Monument before turning onto Route 
9 for a long, gradual descent toward 
the historic Silk Road Bridge. Nearby 
Harwood Hill is where the Green 
Mountain Boys camped in the rain on 
August 15, 1777, after marching down 
from Manchester.

From there, the course climbs through 
the beautiful Bennington College 
campus and continues through the 
center of North Bennington. Runners 
will pass the Park-McCullough House 
on Park Street before descending 

toward the Henry Bridge. This section 
of the Walloomsac River is where 
Revolutionary troops are believed to 
have crossed on their way to the battle 
site in New York.

Near the halfway point, participants will 
pass Breakenridge Farm—sometimes 
called the “birthplace of Vermont.” In 
1771, Bennington residents successfully 
defended James Breakenridge’s land 
from an attempted New York eviction, 
an event that helped establish the 
independent character that would 
eventually define Vermont.

The challenging Austin Hill mile carries 
runners away from the river and toward 
the airport. The course then passes the 
former site of Dimmick’s Tavern, where 
Stark’s troops camped before the 
battle, as well as Colgate Park and the 
prerevolutionary Hubbell Homestead. 
After circling the Monument once 
more, runners can look forward to an 
exhilarating downhill final half-mile 
back to Bennington Museum.

All event proceeds will benefit 
programming at Bennington Museum, 
helping the Museum preserve and share 
the art, history, and stories of our region.

Runners may register traditionally— 
$80 for Bennington Museum members 
or $100 for Not-Yet-Members, or 
choose the Fundraising Bib option. With 
a Fundraising Bib, participants can 
cover their entry by raising a minimum 
of $250 prior to race-day instead of 
paying the standard registration fee. 

Bennington Museum’s 250th Half 
Marathon promises to be a fascinating 
journey through 250 years of Vermont 
history. Sign up today to run, volunteer, 
or sponsor this inaugural event.

5.15.2027

HALF MARATHON

RUN THROUGH HISTORY: 
Bennington Museum’s First Half Marathon

Scan the QR code  
to register or volunteer.
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The Arnold  
Ricks Award
This award is presented by the Museum to 
an individual or organization in recognition of 
exceptional contributions to the Bennington 
community and Bennington Museum.

This year, we are pleased to honor Tom Dee, 
recently retired President and Chief Executive 
Officer of Southwestern Vermont Health 
Care. Under his leadership, the health system 
achieved twelve consecutive years of positive 
operating performance, became an institutional 
member of Dartmouth Health, and earned state 
and national recognition for quality of care, 

community leadership,  
and workplace excellence.

Throughout his tenure, 
Tom also directed SVHC’s 
philanthropic priorities 
toward efforts that  
made a local difference  
at Bennington Museum  
and across the region.

He has also helped 
advance economic 
development in Bennington 

through the repurposing of the former Southern 
Vermont College campus and renovations to 
the downtown Putnam building. With his late 
wife, Rita, he gave countless hours of advocacy 
and volunteerism to equine and animal rescue, 
Catholic charities, and arts and culture.

“Tom has stewarded a truly transformational 
change in the way people in this area 
experience health care,” says Martin Mahoney, 
Executive Director. “More than that, he 
understands that a healthy community is built 
through strong partnerships. His exemplary 
vision has helped organizations like ours begin 
bold projects, make new connections, and 
dream bigger for the benefit of the entire 
region. For that, we are deeply grateful.”

PAST ARNOLD RICKS AWARD RECIPIENTS
John and Michele Pagán, 2022
Bob Tegart, 2023
Frances Holbrook, 2024
Joe Chirchirillo, 2025

Members are the backbone of Bennington Museum. Your  
support helps us achieve our goals and secure grant funding. 
Your input helps shape our programming and exhibitions in  
the coming year.

All Museum members are recognized in the donor roll on the 
following pages with an M asterisk, but here we will take a  
moment to recognize our highest level Museum members.  
Your commitment and investment makes it possible to engage 
our visitors and our community with our region’s diverse arts, 
rich history, and culture of innovation. Thank you.

Monument Society
Thomas Ascher and  
Maria Salem Ascher
Jane Childs
Kelly and Olive DePonte
Susan and Terrence Dermody
Perez and Elizabeth Ehrich
Tom and Jennifer Fels
Claudia and Peter Kinder
Steven Korn and Nancy Coseo
John and Deborah Larkin
Edd Lyon and  
Heather Hamilton
Anthony and Jacqueline Marro
Kenneth and Jane Moriarty
Kathleen Morris and  
Robert Kraus
Andrew Pate and  
Anastasia Nute
David and Marsha Pilachowski
Marc and Fronia Simpson
James and Lori Thatch
Donald Trachte and  
Michel Kimball
Consie West

Directors Circle
Ruth Ekstrom
Michael Glier and Jenny Holzer
Frances and Timothy Holbrook
Elyssa Macura
Robert Mello
Bill Morgan and Judy Matz
Jeff Pollock and April Springer
Stanley Stroup
The Bank of Bennington
William Todd

Corporate Sustaining
Arlington Animal Hospital
CEFO Advisors
GVH Studio, Inc.
Southwestern Vermont  
Health Care
The Yoga Place

Hospitality
The Knotty Pine Motel
The Four Chimneys Inn

ANNUAL MEMBER  
AND DONOR ROLL
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$10,000 and above

Anonymous
Mary Ascher
Thomas Ascher and  
Maria Salem Ascher M*
James Betts M

Robert Cane and Alison Nowak M

Kelly and Olive DePonte M*
Dean and Annette Dixon
Edwin S. Webster Foundation
Perez and Elizabeth Ehrich M*
Ruth Ekstrom M*
Tom and Jennifer Fels M

Cora May Howe
Susan Hunter and Doug Watson
Sandra and Richard Johnson
Claudia and Peter Kinder M

Leslie and Peter Knapp
John and Deborah Larkin M

Edd Lyon and Heather Hamilton M

Anthony and Jacqueline Marro M*
Lyman Orton and Janice Izzi M

Michele and John Pagán M*
The Bank of Bennington M

The Vermont Community Foundation
Three Thirty Three Foundation
Vermont Arts Council
Consie West M*

$5,000 to $9,999

Stephanie Cooke & Tom Melham M

Susan and Terrence Dermody M

Gillian Feeley-Harnik and Alan Harnik
Phil Holland and Amelia Silver M*
Sally Dodge and Dale Guldbrandsen
Kenneth and Jane Moriarty M

John and Linda Moxley
National Endowment  
for the Humanities
David and Linda Paresky M

Southwest Vermont Supervisory Union
Southwestern Vermont Health Care M

Terrigenous Landscape Architecture
Donald Trachte and Michel Kimball M*
WCW, Inc.

$2,500 to $4,999

Bennington Rotary Club
Raymond Bolton M*
CEFO Advisors M

Thomas Dee

Peter Donavan and  
Nancy Scattergood Donavan M

William Guzie
Alexina Jones and Jason Dolmetsch M

Richard Leschke and  
Jack Frielingsdorf
Heather Maneely
Kathleen Morris and Robert Kraus M*
MSK Engineers
Mt. Anthony Country Club
Nexus Consulting, LLC
John and Jean Nonna
David and Marsha Pilachowski M*
Charles and Linda Putney M

Adrienne Rogers
Marc and Fronia Simpson M*
James and Lori Thatch M*
Amelia Wiggins and Jonathan 
Huntoon M

$1,000 to $2,499

Susan and Christopher Ausschnitt M

Berkshire Bank
Tom and Linda Blakely
Bill and Ruth Botzow M

Paedra Bramhall
Jane Burkhardt and William Greer M

Arleta and Darden Cobb
Lodie Colvin M

Lisa and Michael Cushman
Ted Cutsumpas and Alicia Holden
Cleveland Dodge, III
Mark and Suzanne Donavan
Adriane Durey
Elm Street Market
J. Alec and Mary Gerster *
Glenmede Donor-Advised  
Fund Program
Michael Glier and Jenny Holzer M

Jon Goodrich and  
Jan Noyes Goodrich
Greene’s Oil
Greylock Federal Credit Union
GVH Studio, Inc. M

Frances and Timothy Holbrook M

Ann Howland M

William Hoyt
Scott Hurley
Jamie and Monica Irons
John Jacobi
David Kelso
Judith Kniffin and Bruce Lierman
Steven Korn and Nancy Coseo M*

DONOR ROLL
Donations listed represent cumulative giving throughout FY26, ending June 30, 2026, including  
Annual Fund donations, donations to specific projects, grants, sponsorships, event support, gifts  
to the endowment, bequests, memorials, memberships, and ticket purchases. Cumulative totals 
include both cash and in-kind gifts. We do our best to compile a complete listing, but if you have 
any questions, please let us know!

M = member  |  * = volunteer 

Paul and Ursula Lowerre
Elyssa Macura M

Patrick McCormack
Donald and Melanie McKenna M

Bill Morgan and Judy Matz M*
Stephanie and Eamon Mulligan
Erin O’Connell and Martin Mahoney M

Pangaea
Andrew Pate and Anastasia Nute M

Robert and Alice Pezzulich M

Matthew Pietryka
Price Chopper- Golub Foundation
Prospect Street Writers House
Mary and Mark Rogers M*
Charles Salem and Sarah Dahl M

Michelle Samour and Steve Lenox M*
Justine Scanlon M

Ingrid and Peter Schaaphok M

Eric Seyferth and Sara Reynolds M

Sonatina
Stewart’s Shops
Robin Tarnas and Barbara Raskin M

Gregory Van Houten and  
Jane Disanto M

Vermont Humanities Council
Village Garage
Christopher Volpe
Oliver Wadsworth and Kirk Jackson
Edward Woods and  
Betsy Bluto Woods M

Rob and Meg Woolmington

$500 to $999

Elizabeth Altman and Jeff Hanam M

Art Crating, Inc.
Lucy Baldwin and Bret Johnson M

Mary Ballard
Bennington Performing Arts Center
Hugo Berkeley
Mark and Catriona Branca M*
Ray and Cate Canning
Casella Waste Management, Inc.
Jane Childs
Katie Cleaver and Peter Crabtree M

Vicki and Amiel Dejnozka M

Charles Dewey M*
Alec Eickbusch and Lydia Zotto
Celia Eickbusch
Fidium Fiber
Peter Geannelis
Bailey Girvan and Dave Morneau M

Robert Guarino and Jack Leonard
Kim Hall and Cynthia Olip Hall M

Sharon Hoffman
Marcel Holland M

Jasmine Huff M*
Marie-Pierre Huguet M*
Jay’s Art Shop & Frame Gallery
Katie Cleaver, Metalsmith
Knotty Pine Motel M

Larson Design LLC
Myles Mahoney and  
Joan Fitzpatrick M

Jackie Matts
Erin McCormack
Maureen McCormack
Brian and Jennifer McKenna
Robert Mello M

Josiah and Christine Miles
Amanda and Dan Monks M

Mary Ellen Munley and Charlie 
Rossiter-Munley M*
New Hampshire Historical Society
Peckham Industries, Inc
James and Judith Pizzagalli
Renny and Hillary Ponvert
Jane Griswold Radocchia M*
rk Miles, Inc.
Amy and George Roman M

Dana and Jennie Rozycki M

Dave and Jude Shaughnessy
Shari Siegel M

Denise and Thomas Sklepowicz M

Amie and Thomas Smith M

Southwestern Vermont  
Council on Aging
Richard and Nancy Steinberg
Stanley Stroup M

The Landgrove
The Richards Group
The Vermont Country Store
Ann and Jeffrey Thomayer M

William Todd M

Town of Bennington
VFW Auxiliary
Don Williams
Jacky Williamson and Cristy Olson M

John and Mary Lou Winn M

Jenny Wren
David and Hannah Wright
Susan Wright M

William Wright
Melody Ziegler

$250 to $499

Craig and Lynne Allen
American Legion Auxilary Unit 13
Arlington Animal Hospital M

Frederick Baum and  
Catherine Cech M

Julia Berkeley
Celia and Christopher Berks M

Lucy Biddle
Brown’s Brewing Company
Burr and McCallum Architects
Brian Campion and Eric Hatch
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Abigail Chaloux
Michael Chovonec and  
Richard Connor M

Katherine Contrada
Marion Cushman
D.B. McKenna & Co., Inc
Darren Sharp Chimney Services
Frannie Day
Joanna and Kenneth Dearborn
Marie DeVito and David Crowley M

Alice Dodge
William Dodge
Stuart and Shelli DuBoff
Betsy Ehrenfreund
Bridget Elder and Ken Milman M

Christine Ermenc
Jamie Franklin
Christine Graham
Green Mountain Glassworks
Haberdasher Wine & Provisions
Joseph Hall M*
David Hart
Avis and Jim Hayden M*
Peter and Lisa Hillman
Heidi Humphrey and Ben Benedict M

Jeannie Jenkins M*
John G. McCullough Free Library M

Bruce and Madeline Kennedy M

Suzanne Kirkpatrick M

Christina Kokoras
Nancy and Kris Koziol
Bill and Linda Lyons M

Bob and Abby Madeiros M

Ann McCallum
Catherine McClure M

Jenica McEvoy
Mary McGuinness M

Kevin and Alida McGuire M

Christopher Mole
Morgan Stanley
Mary Morrissey
Caroline Morse and William Fisk M

Bobbi Nelson-Collette
Norshaft Lions Club Inc.
Anne Orsi M

Leslie Parke *
Edith and Eugene Prandini M*
Jason Reinford
Tyler Resch M*
Lawrence and Patricia Ross M

Latimer Schmidt and Cindy 
Thomson M

Ryan Senecal
Stephen Shea and Jan Bassmann M

David Silver M

Southern Vermont Sinfonia
Stratton Mountain Resort
Beth and Robert Tegart M*
The Yoga Place M

Bruce Venter

Vermont Council on  
Rural Development
Vermont Historical Society
Dickson West
Williams Financial Management, LLC
Bridget Wyman M

$100 to $249

Harry and Penny Abernathy M

Alan and Patricia Adams M

Pat Adams M

John and Karen Ahearn M

George Ahl M

Albany Public Library -  
Washington Avenue Branch M

Gerald and Mary Lou Albert
Brian Allen and Steven Horsch M

Karen Bachman
Annette Baldic and Annah Coyne M

Bernard and Ceil Bandman M

Alan Bashevkin and  
Nancy Pearlman M

Shelley Benjamin and  
Nancy Weingard M

Bennington Potters, Inc.
Bob Bergman
Jo Berry M

Nancy Bianco and Robert Randall M

David and Karyn Bigham M

Thomas Bogdan and James Payne M

Victoria Bohm M

Jessica and Rick Borden M

Brian Brand
Sophie Brechu-West and  
Antoine Brechu
Margaret Briggs M

Bromley Mountain Resort
Fred Brownstein and Stella Ehrich M

Andrew and Suzanne Buchsbaum M

Robert and Terri Bullington M

Thelma Bullock M

Berta and Walter Burr M

Amanda Burrows
Larry and Nancy Callander M

Donald and Meg Campbell M

Kenneth and Rose Carlsen M

Richard and Maria Caswell *
Bret Chenkin and Jill Van Orden M

Laura Christensen and  
Greg Scheckler
Rose Mary Clark M

Todd Clark and Janine Risser M

Richard Cogliandro and  
Ann Borthwick M

Vivien Collens
Vanessa Compton
Denny Conn
Edward Connelly and  
Carolyn Plage M*
Carol and Charles Contrada
Meg Cottam and Dennis Madden M

Lexey Covell and Jonathan Staples M

Raven Crispino
Linda Cysz
Virginia Dahms and Marvin Cech M

Richard and Martha Dale M

John and Paula Davidson
Alisa Del Tufo and  
Joseph ChirchirilloM

Mary Dermody M

Justine Desmarais
William and Stefanie Deveneau M*
Susan and Gary DeWitt M

Marybeth and Richard Dickinson M

Jim Dilley and Doris Shaw M

Alice Dodge Berkeley
Kim DuBois Julian and Arthur Julian
Richard Dundas *
Alexandra Ernst and  
Dean Garret Siegel M

Kathleen Farnham and  
Charles Bargamian M

Joseph and Linda Farrell M

Shelley Finn and Sheila Kearns M

Fit2Function
Kim and Dan Fodor
Tim Foley and Nora Parsons
Doreen Forney M*
Four Chimneys Inn M

Katie and Patrick Gaglione M

Elizabeth Ganger and Jonah Spivak M

Norman Glidden and Jennifer Hayner M

Reed Goossen and Kathy Kindness M

Sarah and Bruce Gough M

Anne and David Grenier
Gronning Antiques
Mary and Norman Gronning M

Steven and Lisa Hanks M

Robert Hansmann M

Elizabeth Hardesty and John Dyck M

Richard and Ellen Havlak M

Michael Heinel
David and Diane Hetherington M

Katharine Hibbard M

Kathy Hoisington Eckstein M

Rebecca Holt-Gilmore and  
Donald Gilmore M

Karen Holtzman
Peter and Wendy Hopkins M

James and Julie Horst M

David and Diane Howard M

Marshall and Lucinda Hudson-Knapp M

Michele Hunter
Robert Isherwood M

Tordis Isselhardt M

Sonja Jaffee
Jodie and Geoff James
Jeffrey Johnson and Hy Conrad M

Wilma Johnson M

Mo Kafka
David Kaufman M

Laura and Eugene Keanon M

James and Kathy Keenan M

Mary Key M

Lori and Tim Kiely
Nancy Krauss M

Pat and Ernest Lafontaine
Dianne and Francis Lamb M

Linda Lavallee M

Le Peche Lingerie
Richard and Mary Lederer M

Jennifer Lees and Chris Avedon M

Ann Leis
George and Janice Lerrigo M

Jeannette Lesser and  
Sherry Schreiber M

Lil Britain Fish & Chip Shop
Denise Lloyd and Harold Meehan
Elizabeth and Peter Luca M*
Nancy Luke M

Joan MacIver M

Scott and Mary Beth Maguire M

Deana and Steve Mallory
Manchester Designer Outlets
Cynthia Mangsen and  
Steve Gillette M

Louise Marin and Peter Marinelli M

Brian and Janet Maroney M

Timothy Marr and Julie Haupt M

Nate Massari
Susan and James McCabe M*
Alicia McGuoirk and  
Veronica Buryk M

Norma McShane M

Robert and Jean Mead M

Jeremy and Brendan Means-Koss M

Michelle Measel-Morris M

Harold Meehan and Denise Lloyd M

Allan and Rona Mendelsohn M

Diana Mertrude M

Linda Meskun M

Keith and Patricia Michl
Paul and Katryn Miller M

William Miller and Sarah Gerould M

James Mindling
Matthew Mole
Mary Moninger and Donna 
Magrath M

MaryLou Monroe
Susan and Peter Montiel M

Monument Elementary School
Linda Mulcahy
Katharine and Joseph Musso M

Jaraun Mustain M

Amy Myran M*
Philip Nassau
National Society of Colonial  
Dames of America - Vermont
David and Carol Newell M

Michael Nigro and Sarah Perrin M

Robert Nowak M

Rick and Sean-Marie Oller M

Rena and Richard Panush M

JoAnn Parrick M

Peck Dental
Glenn Peers and Virginia Burrus M

Rose-marie Pelletier M

Ned and Cathy Perkins M
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Chuck Pfaff and Robert Irish M

Gail Pinsonneault M*
Gerard and Lisa Powers M

Kathleen Praetorius M

Lisa and James Prosper M

Sarah Prouty and Lane Crites M

Heather Raab M

Rhonda Ratray
Virginia Ray M*
John and Carolyn Reed M

David Rekas and Jill Horohoe M

Kristan Renish
Karen Rhinehart M

Paul and Susan Rice M

Andrea Rosenblatt-Lazarus  
and David Lazarus M

Jeremy Roy M*
Virginia Sandy M

Michael and Mardi Sargent M

Barbara Sarvis M

Bobby Schnabel
Carol Schnabel and Peter Hetzel M

Judith Schwartz and Tony Eprile M

Martha Sermier M

Ron and Alexis Shaffer M

Alice Shaner-Simpson
Richard and Irene Sills
Jill Simon and Bette Smith M

John Sladek
Joe Slish M

Jane Sobel M

Leslie Solook and Ronald Sampath M

Sharon Stepp and  
Michael Morizio M

Rob Steuer M

Birka Stolte Bradford and  
Harda Bradford M

Meg Streeter and Philip Hoffman M

Angie and Gary Sweet M

Thomas Thackrey and Deborah 
Mills Thackrey M

The Bennington Bookshop
The Village Chocolate Shoppe
The Weston
Ryan and Katie Thurber M

Mary True and David McAneny M

Ronald and Joyce Van Orden M

Sarah and Maarten  
van Ryckevorsel M

David and Laurel Varker M

PJ Venti
Fred and Jane Verderosa M

Roger and Marilyn Wade M

Fern and Joseph Wagner
Kara Waite
Michael Wajda and Alison Levie M

Sara and Dylan Wajda M

Beriah Wall M

Eric Wallen
Wassick Tire Service
Cynthia Waters and Curt Merrow M

Weston Theater Company
Timothy Wheeler and  
Bonnie Condon M

Patricia White and  
Kathy Wagenknecht M

Gail Wilson
Winburn Law Offices
Patrick and Kim Winburn M

Ursula Wolz and James Dunne M

Cameo Wood
Gail and Don Wood M

Patricia and Thomas Woodson M

Jeffery and Suzan Yucht M

Anthony and Eileen Zazzaro M

Patricia Zemianek M

Deborah and Mark Zotto M

Up to $99

Ronald and Doris Alderman
All Buttered Up Tattoo  
and Beauty Lounge
Richard Allen
Nancy Ames and Bradley Telias M

Dorothy Ander
Aimee Annichiarico
Christopher Arnold
Ballston Community Public Library M

Lois Banta
Peter Barrett
Lionel Beaudoin
Katie Beck
Christine Belanger M

Belart
Nancy Bemak M

Bennington County Retired  
Teachers Association
Bennington Free Library M

Bittersweet Blackbird
Lora Block M

Natalya Blumenfeld
Barbara Bluto
Body Blend Studio
Don Boyd
Penny and Malcolm Breault M*
Warren Broderick M

Richard and Melissa Bruins M

Kevin Bubriski and Laura McKeon M

Andrea Bugbee
Anne Bugbee M*
Cambridge Public Library M

Tim Callahan
Ellen Campbell and Jim Cook
Thomas and Violet Canty
Laurie Capella
Ben Capraro
Susan Carpenter M

Agnes Carriere *
James Carroll and  
Roberta Lynch Carroll M

Celine and Michael Casey M

Samantha Cassone
Kathryn Chamberlain
Kenneth Chatel M

Cynthia Kilic-Murray and  
Daniel Murray M

Mary Ellen Kinney
Bowden Kirkpatrick
Rick and Greer Kobik
Kate Kost M 

David and Kerry Krawczyk M

Carol Kudeviz
Gioia Kuss
Jack Laflin M

Betsy and Robert Lahue
James Lane M

Michael and Lena Leake
Courtney Ledger
Nancy Lopez M

Allan MacCurrach
Miriam MacDonald
Cecilia Macheski M

Rebecca Mackey
George and Mary Mahoney
Donald Mallory
Manchester Community Library M

Brandon Mancuso
Jessica Marlow M

Martha Canfield Memorial  
Free Library M

Stacey Martin
Barry and Diana Mayer
Melissa Mayone and  
Tom Mancuso M

Damien McCaffery
Lynne Fonteneau McCann M

Deborah McCauliffe
Joyce McCormack
Lucie McKee M

Erin McKenny and Jeff McRae M*
Kim McMann
S Meacham
Thomas Melvin
Antonino Mendolia and  
Colleen Kelley M

Marie Miller M

Steven and Jane Miller M

Richard and Leslie Morgenthal M

Mother Myrick’s Confectionery
Peg Mulligan M

Robert Narcavage
Paula Nassivera
Sharon Neighbors
Tracy Nichols
North Adams Public Library M

Jill Norton
Kate O’Klein M

Sharon O’Malley M

Julia and Jay Parrish
Daniel Rodarte
Sarah Shoemaker-Hunt
George Stadnik
Ahren N Tatro
Marie Thibodeau
Belinda Thomas

Mary Chicote M

Cindy and George Chin M

Benjamin Cichanowski
Mary and Stanley Cichanowski M

Nicholas Cichanowski
Clifton Park Halfmoon  
Public Library M

Jamie Collette
Colonie Library M

Columbia County Libraries Assoc. M

Erica Conrad
Donna Crane
Elizabeth Curler
Kim Cushman M

Abbie and Paul Dansereau M

Diane Darbyshire
David & Joyce Milne Public Library M

Star Davidson
Dorset Village Public Library M

Cindy and Martin Dubinski M

East Greenbush  
Community Library M

Philip Eppard and Patricia Miller
Far Shot Albany
Mary Feidner M

Patricia Fietta
Jennie and Steve Fitzkee
Glenys Flanders
Melissa Frechette
Friends of Brooks Memorial Library M

Jason Galligan-Baldwin
Julian Gantt and Hamza Zafer M

Lorraine German M

Mary Gilchrist
Jeffrey and Frances Goldstone M

Joan Goodrich and Neil Moss M

Green Mountain Dry Cleaners
Mary Elizabeth Groupe M

Guilderland Public Library M

Pauline Guntlow
Miles Hall M

Terry and Jennifer Hamblin M

Joanne Hanson
Alberta Harrington *
John Hearst
Mary Heffron and Tom Fenton M

Heather Henderson
William and Ruthann Hession M

Jacobs Law Offices
Lee Jacobs
Lesley Jacobson M

Anne Marie Jarvis
Frank Jozapaitis
Susan Judson
Olivia Judson
Evelyn Kalagher M

Youngjun Kang
Elizabeth Keithline
William and Janis Ketterer M

Constance Kheel



SPONSORS 2025-2026
Bennington Museum is pleased to celebrate  

our sponsors in 2025-26. Their support brings  
great exhibitions, and a variety of programming  

for all ages to this community. 

PECK 
DENTAL

ON THE COVER: Renovated parking lot and entryway by Kevin Hart of Terrigenous Landscape Architects.
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