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A Stitch in Time: Fire Moon
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bid: $1000.00
Artist statement: When I first saw the Goddard clock I thought, “A stitch in time
saves nine,” which brought to mind this quote from Lydia Child’s The American
Frugal Housewife, 1829;
“The true economy of housekeeping, is the art of gathering up all the fragments so
that nothing be lost. I mean the fragments of time – as well as materials.”
My work is always informed by the history of women’s domestic roles and
influenced by women’s domestic textile traditions. Domestic textiles are at the
nexus of “women’s work” and the challenge of creative expression, within a rather
narrowly circumscribed set of allowable outlets. Within this narrow range, however, women have consistently created aesthetically interesting and amusing
objects that challenge the boundaries between “art” and “craft.” Rather than
mere use-value, that is, such objects—be they embroidered samplers, quilts,
decorated hand-towels, crocheted potholders, etc.—are made for the pleasure of
creation and the aesthetic satisfaction they can give both to the maker and to
other viewers. I drew upon the domestic sampler tradition for the “A Stitch in
Time” series, those delicately stitched expressions of female piety and virtue,
which hung on the walls of well-ordered homes, where well-nurtured and
educated children lived. A family who could afford to educate young women in the
domestic “fine” arts could also afford to purchase and display a timepiece like the
Goddard clock, an object both useful and beautiful.
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